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From the

This issue of the ‘Volunteer’ is the first of
the new format and the second of the bi-
monthly issues with which we hope to
provide a closer link between all the various
interest groups that make up the Country
Fire Services.

[ hope the new formar will be well received
by all readers. As [ have indicated in earlier
issues, the more items of interest that can
be initiated, not only by CFS Headquarters
ff bur by all readers, increases the
effectiveness of the magazine as a communi-
cation link within the CFS organisation.
The mailing of the magazine direct to
readers will ensure that the information is
circulated to all interested parties in the
shortest practical time.

The Regionhal Competitions have, as usual,
created a lot of interest. The new ‘Rural’
Drill has been well received and the more
competitive format of the other events has
generated more spectator interest. | must
compliment and thank all who give up their
weekends to assist in the running of these
events.

The Interim Bushfire Prevention Council
continues to meet on a regular basis and |
am pleased to say that its members have
displayed a very positive attitude to the
tasks before them. In considering the report
of the Working Party on Bushfire Prevention
and Electricity Distribution, the Interim
Council has considered all the recommen-
dations and made comments thereon. This
documentation has gone to the Minister
with firm recommendations on certain
sensitive issues.

It is to be hoped that the bushfire preven-
tion issues are addressed by legislation in the
near future and that some positive steps can
be taken to protect the community before
the coming summer months.

A long ourstanding issue is that of an
adequate ‘compensation’ package for CFS

Dr. Don HOPGOOD B.A., Ph.D., M.P, J.P.

Deputy Premier
Minister of Emergency Services

or

Volunteers. The Minister has now given an
undertaking that improved compensation
will be in place prior to the summer period.
A working party is preparing a submission
to Cabinet with the objective of having the
Country Fires Act changed in October.
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NEW FUNDING SYSTEM
MEANS BETTER FIRE

PROTECTION

South Australia is to be given a more
equitable and better deal in fire protection
under new arrangements for funding local
fire fighting services.

The Director of Country Fire Services, Mr.

Donald Macarthur, said that implementa-
tion of the system would overcome some of
the criticisms made by the Public Accounts
Committee in 1984,

The aim would be to provide all CFS
Volunteer members with a reasonable
standard of equipment with which to
protect their community assets.

Under the old system, the 50/50 cost
sharing arrangement between Local and
State Government had led to incquities.
According to the Public Accounts
Commirtee, the revenue-raising ability of
Councils should be taken into account in

assessing subsidy needs.

Some Councils may need only a 10 per cent

State Government subsidy to meet require-
ments, while others might need 80 per cent
or more to bring resources up to an
acceprable level.
‘Above all, CFS appearéd in the past to be
distributing funds on call rather than on
need, Mr. Macarthur said. ‘We are now
looking for those areas in our State where
equipment is deficient and distributing
available funds accordingly!

I
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Mr A. D. MACARTHUR

Director, S.A. Country Fire Services.
Chairman, S.A. Country Fire Services Board.
Chairman, S.A. Bushfire Prevention Council.

Mr. Macarthur said a project looking at the

standards of fire cover across the State was

nearly completed and it demonstrated that

immediate action had to be taken to correct

inequities.

‘Priorities will be set and the CFS will

endcavour to raise equipment standards,
such as through the replacement of ageing
vehicles, across the State] he said.

‘] must stress that this is not a cost-cutting
exercise and any Councils which interpret
it this way will be ignoring the clear fact that
better use can be made of available funding
to protect the community from fire and
other emergencies!

W" .

A. D. MACARTHUR
Director, S.A. Country Fire Services
7 August 1986

From the Minister

The annual budget of the Country Fire
Services for the 1986/87 financial year has
been increased by $1.8m. Total CFS expen-
diture is now 37.9m.

This represents an increase of 30% over last
year's budget.

The CFS is funded jointly by the State
Government and through a levy on house
insurance policies in non-metropolitan
areas.

‘Notwithstanding the difficult economic
climate, the State Government has again
demonstrated its strong commitment to
bushfire protection and prevention, said Dr.
Hopgood.

‘“The additional funding has been provided
for:

—decentralizing operational staff
—training

—communications

—subsidies on equipment purchased by
brigades and councils

—staffing required for the implementation
of the Mt. Lofty Ranges Bushfire Prone
Areas Supplementary Development Plan

—Bushfire Prevention Council.

‘In the new financial vear, the CFS will be

closely involved in the implementation of

the Mt. Lofty Ranges Bushfire Prone Areas

S.D.P; said Dr. Hopgood.

‘Special funding has been provided for this

important purpose.

“The recently instituted Bushfire Prevention

Council will receive additional funding to

further its work in developing fire risk

management strategies for the Srate] Dr.

Hopgood said.

Statement issued July 2nd, 1986.
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MORE NEWS FROM THE BOARD

Executive Officer appointed

Mr. Alan Ferris commenced duties on

Monday 28 July, 1986 in the recently

advertised position of Executive Officer for

South %L.\fmhﬂn Country Fire Services

As Executive Officer Mr. Ferris will 1'~c

i) Responsible to the Director for the
ongoing development of policy and
procedure documentation.

i) A member of the CES. Ex
Management Team.

iii) Represent C.ES. when requested at
senior level with Government and other
related agencies.

ecutive

Mpr. Ferris comes to the C.ES. with a wide
range of senior management skills and
experience.

Following some 27 years in the Roval
Australian Navy, he was involved with the
T.A.EE. system and then served 5 vears as

Chief and then Director of the Northern

Territory Fire Service.

Mr. Ferris is a Fellow of the Australian

Institute of Management and a Fellow of the

Australian Institute of Petroleum. As

Director of the Northern Territory Fire

Service Alan Ferris held the office of:

— Minister's Representarive — National
Council of Fire Service Ministers.

— Executive CUd"LLi] Member — Australian
Assembly of Fire Authorities.

— Chairman — N.T. Branch and Member,

National Executive Australian Fire
Protection Association.

— Council Member — Bushfire Council
(NT)

— NT. Representatiye — National

Conference on Arsan.

ORGANISATIONAL STRUCTURE COUNTRY FIRE SERVICES

DIRECTOR

GHIEEQFFICER EXECUTIVE OFFICER
ACO ACO ACO
REGIONS  OPERATIONS TECHNICAL

S

REGIONS COMMUNI- OPS.
1-9 CATIONS

The State Government's budget emphasis
on the needs of the volunteer will be
reflected in a higher level of training, in
bushfire protection and a campaign to raise
community understanding of fire safety.

For some vyears frequent calls have been
made by C.ES. brigades for a well-structured
training system and for our organisation to
address the failure of people to respond ro
the lessons of Ash Wednesday and other

disasters.

In past issues of ‘The Volunteer' there have
been articles on a revamped training
structure and the funding of trainees’
artendance at courses. In this issue there is
an article detailing a new, flexible, funding
system which will address marked
E:wqu;ilitic:: between l\:‘iqadc resources.

Backgrounding this general thrust of raising
standards has been an increase in overall

training funds.
The latest budget represents a greater than
threefold increase in funds for training.

MANAGER
SUPPORT
SERVICES

BUSHFIRE
SUPPORT PREVENTION

Budget emphasises Volunteer needs

RESEARCH FIRE PUBLICITY
SAFETY

This means more training schools, better
training equipment, and cxpansion of such
specialised training as the Compressed Air
Breathing Apparatus operator course. The
focus however, will be on brigade level
training through the new three level system,
and encouragement of volunteers,
particularly new members, to participate.
Assisting volunteers will be a media
campaign encouraging people to accept
responsibility and clean up fire hazards.
Bushfire prevention on a district and
regional basis will also be bolstered by the
recent increase in funding.

] | |

TRAINING ACCOUNTANT CHIEF CLERK

STAFF CHANGE

& APPOINTMENTS

Staff Officer: Mr Peter Ferris has been re-
appointed to the temporary position of Staff
Officer, Operations until 30 September 1986.

* X

Accounts Clerk: Mr. Terrence (Terry) Wright has
been appointed to the position of Accounts
Clerk as of Monday 16 June 1986. Terry has
worked for the past four years with the Defence
Research Centre Salisbury and has held
several positions from Clerk Class 1 through
to Acting Clerk Class 4. He has partly.
completed a Bachelor of Science degree and
is currently studying towards completing the
Business Certificate (Accounting) course

L ¢

Assistant R.O.: Mr. Des Packer nas ec* to
Stirling Regional Office (Region 1) nt
Regional Officer to RO Husse r.
Trevor Modistach who '.em:JO'a.r.', d the
A/R.Q. position has resumed his duties as

Communications Centre Operator at C.FS
Headaquarters Adelaide.
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The Philosophy of the
Country Fire Service

The Country Fire Service is an amalgam of
community based fire brigades, grouped
together for mutual benefit, and supported
by a central headquarters.

The CFS is an amalgam of
community based Fire
Brigades

Local Government bodies, since their
inception, have been charged with the
obligation of preventing and suppressing
fire. The Emergency Fire Service assisted

Local Government with the performance of

this obligation, and drew the previously
fragmented brigades into a common organi-
sation. The CFS is a formalised restructure
of the EFS. Brigades are still raised by a local
community, to fill a local need. They are
principally operated, funded and controlled
by that community. Their duty is to serve
their community.

Grouped together for

.
mutual benefit
The main benefits of joining forces are
economy of effort, time, and money.
Standardisation of critical equipment allows
widespread use of equipment, and lower
costs. Brigades can then assist one another
when the forces of one br Lgadc are over-
whelmed by the task at hand. Joining forces
allows the brigades better planning for
prevention a.‘u.‘l sU ession of fire, and
greater efficiency in che application of fire
fighting forces. Hence, grouping together
provides benefits for the brigades, and the
community that they serve.

And supported by a central
Headquarters
The brigades in themselves are «‘"na[l units.

A central body, drawing strength from all
brigades, can undertake tasks beyond the

Information is not getting out to Volunteers’

When the first issue of the journal ‘The
Volunteer’ was introduced in March 1979
it was designated as a CFS Newsletter for
issue to all registered CFS Volunteer fire
fighters as a means of improving the
channels of communication and conveying
information between Brigades, Regional
Officers, Councils, and the CFS Board.

Now seven vears later the *Volunteer’ has
expanded in content, bur still retains the
same purpose — ‘Communication with
Brigades etc’. The bi-monthly publication
advises on Government and CFS Board
policies, SAVFBA reports, covers Regional
\L\\'_, training and product and tu.]ﬂmml
information and it is still printed for each
and every registered CFS volunteer member.

So why are some brigade members reporting
that they are not getting this information
— that they are not receiving their entitled
free copy of the bi-monthly publication
“Volunteer'..

Are some brigades not receiving enough
copies of the “Volunteer’ to be able to supply
one to each of their registered members, as
recorded on the membership records? or is
the brigade’s allocation simply left at the
Fire Station for anyone to pick up, or what's
worse left undl the next annual general
meeting before being distributed to
members!

An ideal arrangement would be to issue
each registered brigade member with a copy

reach or capability of a single brigade. The
proper rolc of this central body is to co-
ordinate and assist the autonomous brigade
to go about their various tasks. Such
assistance can be in the areas of training;
rescarch; technical advice; information; and
publicity. The assistance should be
presented in a way that is easily accessible
to the fire fighters.

For the system to work, it must always be
based upon the concept that the fire fighter
serves his community, and that the central
body serves the fire fighters: The fire fighter

does not serve the Huldquart rs.

EXPLANATORY NOTES:

This summary of the philosophy of the CFS
is written with brevity, and should be read
in conjunction with some practical know-
ledge of the CFS. For instance, fire fighters
now attend at emergencies other than fires,
and the word ‘fire fighter' must be inter-
preted broadly. Also, standardisation of
equipment requires flexibility in its
operation, as each brigade is unique in its
needs and resources.

This philosophy affirms the beliefs of the
South Australian Volunteer fire service. It
is, in many ways, a response to the pressures
placed upon the Service during rthe
1980-1985 ptrlod It became obvious that it
is all too easy for pohv ians, and for salaried
Headquarters staff, to forget the true nature
of the CFS. It must be remembered that it
is a voluntcer organisation. If a rigid
command structure is imposed by any
central authority, it denies respect to, and
trust in the volunteers. If it usurps the role
of the local community, then it will
degenerate into a self serving bureaucracy.
Co-ordination does not equate with control.

Written by Tom Rymill, Lower South East Fire
Fighting Association.

immediately the brigade allocation arrives.

It is recognised that distance alone may
prevent uarlx distribution of the ‘Volunteer'

b\ hand.

In such cases arrangements can then be
made through C FS Adelaide to post direct
1o rc,,._\tgrul CFS Volunteer brigade
members their free issue on a bi- month]\_
basis.
As a means of ensuring that the
information in future does get out to the
Volunteers, CFS Brigade Captains and
Secretaries can now use one of the following
procedures to distribute the “Volunteer”:
(1) Retain the current procedure of CFS
Adelaide (Headquarters) mailing your
brigade allocations direct to vyour
brigade address.
(2) Mail the *Volunteer’ direct to each of
your registered volunteers (as recorded
in the brigade membership records).

Should you wish to retain the current
procedures (1), then, is your allocation
sufficient to supply each registered CFS
Brigade member with a copy, or do you
require more or less copies sent!
Would all Brigade Caprains and Secretaries
please set out their requirements in writing
to: The Publicity Officer,
Fire Services Headquarters
PO Box 312, Goodwood, SA 3034

SA Country

CFS Volunteers
train in

special vehicle

Lower Murray CFS volunteers like other
brigades throughout the state, now qualified
in breathing apparatus operation have been
receiving practical training in a specially
fitted out Mobile BA Training Unit.

The vehicle, below, a former freezer van,
contains crawl passages and obstacles
and is ficted with a heat and smoke machine
to simulate as near as possible conditions
under which firemen must sometimes
operate when rescuing people from burning
hu'ldmw

Firemen working at least two at a time with
temperatures up to 40°C are requmd to
negotiate the crawl passages in komp:crc
darkness, and ‘rescue’ \oluntur victims'
The training starts with a 20 minute revision
session, instructiony on compressor
operation (to re-charge air cylinders),
followed by the simulated rescue.

The van and prime mover has been used
by CFS and SAMFS fire fighters in various
parts of the state for the past 12 months,
The vehicle was made available by the
national road transport company Thomas

Nationwide Transport (TNT).

Training Standards and appropriate levels
of fitness for CFS volunteers are now
established and recognised by Brigades.
Any CABA wearer will now be certified as
medically fit to endure the arduous effects
of operating in harsh environmental condi-
tions associated with sustaining long
duration of extreme physical effort.

The requirement for fitness and medical on
a regular basis is commendable both to the
credit of CFS volunteers and the Board for
its introduction. Many permanent fire
fichters in Australia do not enjoy such
facilities.

The provision of a mobile training facility
is vet another advancement in the CFS
organisation ensuring higher levels of safety
and performance.

CFS Volunteers Neil Burbridge (left) of Ettrick
CFS and Lawrie Golder of Jervois CFS feel
their way through the crawl-way in the
specially fitted out pantechnicon van, during
smoke rescue training.

The session was conducted by the Murray
Bridge District CFS.
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GIONAL NEWS '

Region 4]/

Training Program

Regional Training is well underway with a
Regional Level 1 School held May 23rd to
25th at Bowmans Park. Quorn and Yongala
Brigades have both completed Level 1
courses at Brigade level. A Regional Level
2 was held August 8th to 10th at Bowmans
Park and a Level 3 is programmed for
October 3rd to 5th. Anyone who did not
complete the 4 stages previously held, is
invited to attend. Course nomination forms
are available from the Regional office. Each
Brigade in the region will be issued with a
copy of the 3 training books (Level 1-3) for
Brigade use. I am delivering these
personally, along with the new ‘CFS
Officer’s Handbook’ to each Brigade.
Although quite a few have been distribured,
if your Brigade hasn't yet received their
copy then they shouldn't be far away.

5
Communications

During this month field tests were carried
out to try the range of the new Mt Brian
VHF Repeater. After some initial problems
the tests proved to be very successful.
Transmissions were received at Yunta,
Morgan Vale Homestead (Dangalli Conser-
vation Park), Wilmington and even one on
a hand held radio from Cadell Training
Cenrtre. This facility should prove to be
mwvaluable for any incidents within thac

large area.
e -
1 S

Practical Exercise

On Sunday the 20th of July, a one day
training exercise was held at Georgetown.
Brigades from Jamestown, Laura,
Gladstone, Georgetown, Narridy,
Huddleston and Yacka were involved in a
‘Round Robin’ exercise of structure fires,
LPG, Flammable Liquids, Hydraulics and
Hydrants, Hoses and Branches. The
exercises went very well and | thank those
who assisted in arranging the day.

e T

Annual Leave

I wish to advise that I will be on annual
leave from the 25th August for 5 weeks.

R.O. Tony Seeker

Obituary

Mr. James Philip Lamont
Spalding CFS

Mer. Jim Lamont died suddenly, aged 43, on
July 17th at Spalding. He and his family
have lived at Spalding for the past three
years and was deeply committed to the local
CFS Brigade. He was elected Secretary of
the Spalding CFS earlier this year and held
‘the office of Secretary of the Region 4
Communications Committee, Jim will be
sadly missed by hiwife Pat and 4 children.
The CFS both locally and at Regional level

offer their sincere condolences,

New Brigade Units, Fire Stations, Presentations,
Training Skills/Programs

ARTHURTON CFS — Purchased a fire
unit from Stirling North CFS for use as
their new town unit, following a spectacular
truck fire in the main street where the town
hydrants and council water truck proved
inadequate.

BASKET RANGE CFS — Obrained two
sets of breathing apparatus through the
generosity of the Ladies Auxiliary and East
Torrens Lions.Club. Valued at 33104 the
cquipment includes two spare cylinders.
Funds were also obrained from the East
Torrens Fire Fighting Group and CFS Head-
quarters. Profits totalling $1300 from the
annual dinner will go towards a fire trailer
for che district, foam equipment for use in
road accidents and safery items. Service
chevrons have been awarded to Messrs M.
Patterson (6 vears), Peter Knott and Don
Cranwell (each 4 vears).

BRUKUNGA CFS — Commissioned a
new $67,000 fire truck believed to be the
most advanced of any unit in the Mt
Barker district, and buile with volunteer
support for less than the budgeted cost.
Members have undergone training in the
use of the modern equipment.

EVANSTON GARDENS CFS — Have
trained Gawler St. John Cadets in fire
fighting skills to enable the cadets to sit for
the St. John proficiency certificate. Recently
held a BA training session at the Station
which was also artended by 5 Roseworthy
CFS members. Certificates for completing
4 training modules have been presented to
Brigade Caprtains Brian Wheeldon, Snr
Fireman Kevin Ayris and Firemen Sarah
and Gordon Drage. Fireman John Mueller
was also presented with a 10 year service
certificate and star.

Photograph reproduced courlesy Messenger Press

Smithfield CFS officers from left, John Giddens, Jeff Clark and David Lamplough with the
Telecom/Advance Australia Fair Award of Merit.

GOOLWA—CURRENCY CREEK—
HINDMARSH ISLAND CFS —
Received $13,926 from the District Council
for backburning done in the 1985/86
season. This includes payment for 1981 of
$2,346 since paid by ratepayers. Brigade
Captain D. Ostigh completed the Instruc-
tors Brigade Level training course (Brook-
way Park, 6 April). Currency Creek
members T. Vivian and T. Fergusson
completed the new Level 2 training course
(13 June). Major excrcises held this year
covered a combined riverboar accident and
fire involving casualties with the St. John
Ambulance, Sea Rescue and CFS, and a
Hazchem chemical/flammable liquid
spillage involving a tanker and rtruck
containing chemicals. Mefnbers donned full
BA and splash suits and sgt up a decontami-
nation centre. Service certificates presenred
at the annual dinner (20 June) attended by
over 100 people, went to Brian Skewes, Ken
Wood, Graham Wood (20 vears) and
Graham Flanagan, Barrv Bonner, Richard
Keynes and Norbet Von Ruetzen (each 10
years service).

KINGSCOTE CFS — Unit No. 1 is being
rebuilt by volunteers during a series of
working bees over a 5 week period. The new
town truck would cost around $80,000. In
1984 the brigade built up the Kingscote No.
2 unit for $26,000, once again for only a
fraction of the normal cost. The brigade is
always on the lookout for new members.

LUCINDALE CFS — Won a new trailer
for selling more than 30 drums of Valbazen
drench in a promotion run by the Lucindale
branch of Dalgery Bennetts Farmers.

MAITLAND CFS — Had their $43,000
Ford 350 Light Artack vehicle commis-

sioned by CFS Director Mr Donald
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1986 CFS Regional Fire Fighting Drill Competitions

LATEST RESULTS :

REGION 3 — Yorkctown 15th June

One Mar H\m_ Drill — 1: L. Butler (Yorketown),
19.88 sec, 2: G. Butler (Yorketown), 27.01. One
Man Ladder Drill — 1: G. Butler (Yorketown),
12.11, 2: V. McWaters (Yorketown), H 05, Three
“Man Ladder Drill — 1: Yorkerown 2, 26.87, 2:
Yorketown 1, 30.46. Alarm Race — 1: Yorketown
1, 3111, 2: Yorketown 2, 37.08. Rural Drill — 1
Edithburgh, 141.6, 2: Yorketown, 210.22. Pump
Drill — 1: Yorketown 1, 37.24, 2: Yorketown 2,
43.03.*C’ Grade Dry Hose Drill — 1: Yorketown
p 2: Yorketown 1, 45.46. ‘B Grade Dry Hose
Drill — 1: Yorketown, 92.00, 2: Clinton, 130.99.
‘A’ Grade Hose and Pump Drill Championship
— L: Yorketown, 128.70. Best All Round Brigade

— Yorketown. Parade Pennant — Yorketown.

REGION 2

One Man Hose Drill — 1: A. Rohrlach
(Nuriootpa), 20.73, 2: B. McDougall (Evanston
Gardens), 22.03. One Man Ladder Drill — 1: G.
Brown (Salisbury), 9.46, 2: K. Ayris (Evanston
Gardens), 10.05. Three Man Ladder Dru] -1
Nuriootpa 1, 22.32, 2: Tea Tree Gully 1,

Alarm Race — Nuricotpa |, n.l.
Nuricotpa 2, 35.30. Rural Drill — I: Watervale,
141.86, Mallala, 149.00. Pump Drill — L
Nuricotpa 2, 35.16, : Nuricopra 1, 39.22. 'C'

— Virginia 22nd June

o

— 1: Nuriootpa |, 1
29, ‘B’ Grade Dry Hose 1} ”
1: f 2: Salisbury, 64.46. ‘A’
Grade Hose 'md Pump Drill Championship —
1: Nuriootpa 2, 115.97, 2: Tea Tree Gul Iy, 127.57
Best All }\ound Brigade — Nuriootpa. ["r'\'u
Pennant — Nuriootpa.

ha, 60.49,

REGION 5 — Nangwarry 6th July
One Man Hose [-‘ri:] — 1: G Mclntyre
(Naracoorte), 25.64), 2: A. Marshall (Naracoorte),
25.88. One Man Laddcr Drill — I G. Bach
(Nangwarry), 10.89, 2: A. Mullan (Millicent),
10.95. Three Man L Drill — 1: Naracoorte,
74*.,_,\|1 \\‘1‘rl 57. Alarm Race — 1t
\illu\ 1, 44.31. Rural

Naracoorte 1, 39.2

HAZCHEM SURVEY

Robert Young of the Wudinna & District
CFS has over the past months done a
survey on Semi Trailers travelling both
directions on Highway One. With the
assistance of the Local Roadhouse they have
been asking the truck drivers to fill out the
survey form. Approximately 15 trucks a day
on the average travel on the East West
Highway which- nearly adds up to 5,500
trucks a year. Our of those surveyed—

Drill — 1: Naracoorte, 142.14, 2: Penola, 180.60.
Pump Drill — I: Millicent, 41.00, 2: Naracoorte,
43 l\_ ik L]*WLLD v Hose Dru - \l racoorte

‘A’ Grade Hose and Pump [),1[. (_,}'1.11.1_L io i
— I: Nangwarry, 141.87, 2: Naracoorte, 142.76.
Best All Round Brigade — Naracoorte. Parade

Naracoorte.

P,
ennant

REGION 1 — Athelstone 13th July
One Man Hose Drill — 1: D. Tomlinson
(Blackwood), 2L0L, 2: M. Merritr (Blackwood),
22.37. One Man Ladder Drill — 1: D. Thompson
(Blackwood), 9.76, 2 itt (Blackwood),
I - pj:\' \'u”r:\-.

- 1: Bl mku\md l"‘_‘*]\ 2 E..Ln ]“ H~ $3.70.
1111‘“1)F:.H—1E]t.)H]\[')1 31.80, 2 Ell_n
- ‘C" Grade Dry Hose Drill —

Mi \h m ]-'|||~ 1, 34.94, 2: Mircham Hills 2, 5
‘B’ C’T]u Dry Hose Drill — 1: Black
65.06. ‘A’ Grade Hose
Drill Championship — 1: Blackwood, 119.67, 2:
Eden Hills, 122.61. Best All Round Brigade —
Blackwood. Parade Pennant — Eden Hills.

REGIONS 7
August

One Man Hose Drill — 1: 5. Arnold (Waikerie),
21.53, 2: S. Segneri (W: ie}, 21.96. One Man
Ladder Drill — 1: 8. Arnold (Waikerie), 10.79,
2: K. May (Monash), 11.5. Three Man 1 Ider

AND 8 — Borrika 3rd

Drill - \\';liku.—iu 14, 2: \{u ash 2, 27
Alarm Race — 1: Monash 1, 37.5 : W ]]|u_ ie
i 39.91. Rural D"l — 1: Wai MTIL "1

: W 1|\<_ ic *-\
rade Dry Hose

Wynarker, 150.39. Pump Drill —
39,04, 2: Waikerie B, 47.94.'C’
Drill — 1: Barmera, 37.38, _‘: W
Grade D'\ 'low D"I] =

Jervois, 7

Wakerie. Parade Pennant — Monash.

70% knew what they were carrying,
15% knew CFS were setting up Hazchem
Teams in Country areas,

35% knew what a UN. number mcant.
Wudinna & District CFS are setting up a
Dangerous Substance P}rw'}dc for
Dangerous Substance Spillages Incidents.

Below is a typical filled out form.

Filling the drum
in the Rural Drill

Rural Drill competitors at the Region
2 CFS Drill Competitions about to hit
the ‘target’ to complete the event.

Getting to work in the 3 Man Ladder
Drill.

e
B -;\\\\\\\ N
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Silo Explosions Blamed for Four
Volunteer Deaths

Washington, DIC. United States of America

February 28, 1986 ... A rise in
volunteer fire fighter deaths due to silo
explosions last July and August has
prompted the National Voluntcer Fire
Council to strongly urge its membership
and others to initiate or upgrade training
pgowram»« on fire control in oxygen-limiting
SHOSs

Richard Conlon, Public Safety Officer’s

program specialist at the Department of

Justice, said three volunteers died last
August in Marshallville, Ohio, when
fighting a silo fire. Mr. Condon said the men
climbed to the top of two smouldering silos
and directed water from the top. Both silos
L\plodgd throwing the fire fighters over 60
feet. Another volunteer was Lt”td in a
similar fire in Slaughter, LA, in late July.

‘The situations were both particularly sad
since the fire fighters in both cases were
handling the situation in a perfectly logical
way, Mr. Conlon said. ‘What they didn't
realise was that the pressure from the steam
and heat would expand when the water hit
the silo’

Mr. Condon and others, including L. John
Harris of the Maryland Fire and Rescue
Institute at the University of Maryland,
agree that fighting silo and related grain fires
must be carefully planned.

Safety Rules to Follow:

‘The fire officer miust choose between
fighting the fire or letting it burn, said Lr.
Harris. ‘The general rule is to stay off the
top of any silo, especially tops of oxygen-
limiting types. Lt. Harris said even the
stmplest of actions, such as opening a hatch,
may cause an explosion. He added the
following warnings:

- If the silo is making noises or vibrating,
or if steam or smoke is coming out of the
roof, leave the roof hatch alone.

— A roof hatch can be closed if there has
been no visible smoke or vapour for

several hours, but never tie it down as
subsequent gas pressure needs to be able
to vent to avoid an explosion.

— Never step onto the storage pile. The
cavity created by the fire will allow any
weight on top to crash into the burning
cavity.

— Take extreme care in unloading storage
as it may burst into flames when it comes
into contact with the air.

Lt. Harris said that water is often ineffective,
can easily damage a silo structure and may
cause an explosion in oxygen limiting types
of silos. He said two chemicals . . . dry ice
and liquid nitrogen ... are relatively
effective in controlling silage fires. Lt. Harris
added that both chemicals are extremely
cold and should be afforded the appropriate
safe handling practice to avoid personnel
injury.

Lt. Harris said the fire officer must always
be mindful that his efforts may be in vain.
Once a large cavity has formed, or several
holes have burned through the silo, there
may be no way to extinguish the fire,

‘In this type of fire, extinguishment is
contingent on stopping the supply of
oxygen, Lt. Harris said. ‘So, there are times
when it will be safer, cheaper and more
practical to let the silage burn. This may go
against what we arc taught, but it is the
option that cannot be overlooked!

Article reproduced courtesy ‘National
Volunteer Fire Council USA.

A report of the tragic loss of the 3 fire
fighters killed in the silo fire in Ohio
(referred to in the above article) appeared
in ‘The Volunteer’ volume 26 on page 44.
By covering this story we hope our
volunteers are now even more aware of the
dangers involved in silo fires, and that they
will heed the safety rules recommended
above ... Editor.

mued from previous page

No. 1. Protective sides, large cabs with
protective curtains/sheets, gloves, goggles
and protective sprays are a must. Are
overalls fire proofed (don't trust them)? plan
emergency procedures (our fire proof curtain
is to bc dmp ped on way to fires of account
it may be too hot standing up to undo the
holding belts). Maintenance of the highest
level is essential on all motors and pumps
to gain maximum safetv and full confidence
in your equipment which could save vour
life. BS. Could we make it a firm practice
to call our vehicle units not trucks, our
buildings stations not sheds and what
about a wanted to sell and buy column in

The Volunreer.

by Captain David Moller,
Bridgewater CFS

Improving
Communications

Trevor Conlon, Commynications Officer.

In  the interest  of improving
communications for the 1986-87 season
various regional committees have resolved

to direct specific effort  toward
communications martters requi
artention.

. Call Signs

The standard call signs which have been in
usc in many areas for some time require full
application. By the Ist September 1986 it
is aimed to have all brigades using the
standard call signs, including appropriate
marking on vehicles, and proper use of call
signs within operating procedures.
2. Communications Training
‘Communications One’ training notes have
been prepared for inclusion in the level 1
training course, They are also available as
separate notes for use at brigade level by
officers conducting basic training. The aim
is to have trained as many radio operators
as possible in basic procedures by the next
season. This training is directed towards all
personnel who may operate on CFS radio
networks.

3. Improved Equipment Records
The need for proper records of radio
equipment has become more evident in
recent times. The census recently conducted
hq‘! revea 1{_\_{ . lgnltlL.inr 1NACC urac ‘LT.. ‘11
official records, and a continued effort is
required to list and licence appropriately all
equipment on CFS frequencies.
4. District Control Centres
Many districts have recently upgraded their
District Control Centres in recognition of
the role to be undertaken in major
emergencies. Each district needs to have a
facility available to act as a focal point for
co-ordination and control, equipped with
the necessary resources depending on local
circumstances. Before the 1986 scason
commences, check that appropriate facilities
are available,

The above issues need not require large
amounts of time or effort in following up
but have been identified as important
actions to be taken before the 1986 fire
danger scason arrives. Assistance in
following up these matters available
through the respective Regional Officer, or
Communications Officer, CFs
Headquarters Adelaide.
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I.F.E. Fire Engineering
Certificate

All CFS officers and firefighters who are
currently studying for their Fire Engineering
Examinations (March 1987) should be aware
of the new syllabus for the ‘Certificate’ level.
This is available from CES Headquarters,
Chief Clerk, or Mr. Richard Hutchins, S.A.
I.LFE. Branch President at CFS
Headquarters.
N.B. Closing date for candidates for 1987
is the st October, 1986. S.A. Branch
Secretary, C/- Metropolitan Fire Service.
Please address your enrolment application
to the S.A. Branch Secretary, C/-
Metropolitan Fire Service Headquarters.
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Volunteers Graduate
In the 1986 Institution of Fire Engineers
Examinations, 2 more CFS volunteers
namely: Graham Palmer, Norton Summit
CFS and Glen Trebilcock, Montacute CFS
were successful in the Graduate Diploma,
Firc Engineering. Both have studied the
N.SW. TAFE Correspondence Course
which has rapidly proven an excellent
method of combining operational
experience and some formal study of Fire
Engineering to acquire qualifications.

SIAMESE TWINS JOIN THE CFS!

In 2 most unusual move a set of Siamese twins have become Volunteers. Naturally modifications

to equipment and special training programs were needed to cater for the special needs of
the ‘twins. Our intrepid photographer caught the ‘twins’ at work recently demonstrating the

success of their training.

Combined Emergency Services Seminar Committee 8th Seminar
Agora Theatre, Latrobe University, Bundoora, Melbourne

November 29th-30th, 1986

‘Hazards, Health, Safety and You,

the Emergency Worker’

Have vou a potentially hazardous, chemically
unknown mixed cargo installation in your
area of responsibility. Did your volunteer fire
crew realise what was in the cargo of that
last truck smash they turned ourt to!

The ever increasing incidence of Emergency
Services Personnel coming face to face with
life threatening hazards, be they rtoxic
chemicals, explosive devices or hazardous
chemical spills is cause for deep concern, this
concern has prompted the Combined
Emergency Services Seminar Committee to
invite several competent authorative speakers
to present papers at the 8th annual seminar.
Subjects to be covered include: ‘Urban
terrorism’, Hazardous material spills’,
‘Explosive devices, and the community
threat', *Oil spillage and the environment’,
‘The Chiltern Incident’” and R.A.R.

nightmare, ‘the voluntary worker—are there

sufficient safeguards!’ ‘Possible hazards of the
future’ and a critical analysis of a recent major

incident in a large country town by the
Emergency Services involved.

The seminars are run ‘By emergency services
personnel for emergency services personnel’
with two main aims, the presentation of
topical subjects which are of interest and
concern to those personnel, and to foster the
establishment of personal contact between
members of the emergency services which will
develop into rapport in the work place or at
the incident scene.

The enrolment costs for the Sth annual
seminar are as follows:

Saturday November 29th  $30.00
Sunday November 30th $30.00
or Both days $50.00

Accommodation Bed/Breakfast
(per night) $25.00

Seminar Dinner (limit 100)
(per head) $21.00

Membership fees include: Entry, Morning
and Afternoon teas, Lunch Conference Notes
and Refreshments. For those members who
book in for Friday Night there will be
refreshments available on the campus.
To ensure that you receive your application
form for the Combined Emergency Services
Sth Annual Seminar (note the date previously
advertised as November 22nd—23rd). Send
a stamped, self addressed envelope to:

The Registrar

John How

31 Hadlow Drive

Wantirna, Vie. 3152

Telephone (03) 729 0984
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COUNTRY FIRE SERVICES
HEADQUARTERS:

KESWICK
20 Richmond Road
PO. Box 312, Goodwood, S.A. 5034.
Telephone (08) 297 6788

REGIONAL OFFICES:

GAWLER
2/29 Adelaide Road
PQ. Box 866, Gawler, S.A. 5118.
Telephone (085) 22 6917
Telephone (085) 22 6827

MURRAY BRIDGE
1/207 Adelaide Road

PO. Box 519, Murray Bridge, S.A. 5253

Telephone (085) 32 6777
Telephone (085) 32 6800

NARACOORTE
Arthur Street
PO. Box 8, Naracoorte, S.A. 5271.
Telephone (087) 62 2311
PORT AUGUSTA
9 Mackay Street (S.G.I.C. Building)

PO. Box 2080, Port Augusta, S.A. 5700.

Telephone (086) 42 2920

PORT LINCOLN
38 Washington Street
PO. Box 555, Port Lincoln, S.A. 5606
Telephone (086) 82 4266

STIRLING
Avenue Road (Behind Stirling CFS)
PO. Box 197, Stirling, S.A. 5152
Telephone (08) 339 6700

VOLUNTEER
Volunteer is published bi-monthly by the
S.A. Volunteer Fire Brigades Association
with the endorsement and support of the
Country Fire Services Board, South
Australia.

Correspondence to the Editor,
‘Volunteer’
Country Fire Services
PO. Box 312, Goodwood, S.A. 5034
Telephone (08) 297 6788
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